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This big red kangaroo can travel 25 feet in one hop 
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Gray kangaroos jump across a wide, grassy field in Australia. 
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They are different from other animals you may have seen. 

Gray kangaroos move quickly on their strong back legs. They have 
long, heavy tails that help them keep their balance as they hop. 
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Kangaroos are animals 
called marsupials. Most 
female marsupials have 
pouches like pockets. 










Kangaroos live only in Australia. They are the biggest marsupials. 

A baby kangaroo, or joey, puts its head into its mother s pouch 
to drink her milk. When the joey is frightened, it leaps into her pouch. 
Safe and cozy, the joey pokes out its head to nibble grass. 
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RED-NECKED WALLAH EES fWGLl'^-beez) 


Two smaller kangaroos called wahabies sniff each other. 
They push each other with their short front legs, 
and they kick at each other with their long back legs. 
There are many kinds of these small kangaroos. 

Some, called rock wallabies, live in rocky places. 


ROCK WALLABIES 
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As it moves about 


a possum wraps 
its toes and tail around a branch. 
Possums are marsupials that 
spend most of their time in trees. 
They use their hind feet like hands. 
Babies ride on their mother’s back. 
They cling tightly to her fur. 
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A fuzzy koala sits high in a tree. 

Its sharp claws help it hold on. 
Koalas are among the best-known 
of all the animals of Australia. 

A koala nibbles eucalyptus leaves, 
almost the only food it eats. 

Hts button nose and furry ears 
make it look like a teddy bear,? 
but it is not a bear at all. 

Koalas are marsupials. 

When a baby grows too big 
for its mother’s pouch, it rides 
on her back instead. 



KOALA (kuh-WAH-Iuh) 

\N A EUCALYPTUS (j /00-kuh-UP-tus) TREE 
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The numbat lives in forests. 
It uses its long nose 
to find termites and ants 
in logs and in the ground. 



WOMBAT 


The wombat eats grass 
and roots. It lives alone. 
Wombats dig large holes 
where they often sleep 
during the day. 

Wombats and numbats 
are also marsupials. 
What strange names 
Australian animals have! 


12 
















The rabbit-eared bandicoot has long ears like a rabbit’s. 

It is as small as a rabbit, too. The bandicoot uses its pointed nose 
and sharp claws to get insects to eat. This marsupial 
digs deep, winding tunnels where it lives and hides. 
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Standing on its thin hind legs, 
a dunnart sniffs, looks, and listens. 
The dunnart has a tiny pouch. It is 
one of the smallest marsupials — 
as small as a mouse. It is 
also called a marsupial mouse. 

A native cat chews a piece of meat. 
This animal is about the size 
of a house cat, and it hunts 
at night. The native cat is 
a marsupial and not a cat at all. 
Tasmanian devils fight over food. 
Their sharp, pointed teeth make 
these marsupials look very fierce. 
They really are shy animals, 
only about the size of small dogs. 
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TASMANIAN DEVILS (laz-MAY-nce-un QEVuti J 






On webbed feet, a platypus waddles slowly toward the water. 

This animal has a flat tail like a beaver’s and a bill like a duck’s. 

It looks very odd! Long ago, when scientists first saw a platypus, 
they thought someone had put parts of different animals together. 
A platypus is covered with thick fur, and it lays eggs. 

Its tail and feet help it swim. It uses its bill to find food underwater. 
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ECHIDNA (ih-KfD-rtuh} 


An echidna is also called a spiny anteater. 
Like a platypus, an echidna lays eggs. 
When an echidna is frightened, 
it may burrow into the ground to hide. 

It quickly digs a hole with its strong claws. 
Soon only its back shows above ground. 



This animal is called 
an echidna. It is 
covered with spines 
like a porcupine’s. 

It shoots out 


its long, sticky tongue 



to catch ants. 





An echidna has another way of protecting its soft body. 

It curls into a ball. Its sharp spines stick out so that it looks 

like a big pincushion. This echidna is on its back. Do you see its feet? 
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Australia has many kinds of birds. Emus stand as tall as grown-ups. 
These birds cannot fly, but they can run fast. A cassowary is big, too, 
and it also cannot fly. When it runs in the forest, it may push 
branches aside with the hard top of its head. Frogmouths were named 
for their wide bills. A kookaburra makes a sound like a person laughing. 



CASSOWARY (KASB-u^weny) 
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Three baby black swans rest 
on a pile of sticks in a lake. 

Their mother climbs up out 
of the water to be with them. 
Australian swans are black, 
not white like the ones we know. 
Soon these baby swans will begin 
to lose their fluffy gray down. 



They will grow black feathers 
and look like their parents. 

Black swans are graceful birds. 
One paddles quietly on the lake. 

22 















;■ i - t v‘ 


iKP**#* % 







££ 


1,1 

Pfc -■ J 

m a 





































t^PF 

f l -, V" i 



IK ■ 











A satin bowerbird is building a kind of playhouse called a bower. 

He does this to attract a mate. He has collected blue clothespins 
to decorate his bower. Blue is the bowerbird’ s favorite color. 

After the bowerbird finishes building, he dances for a green female. 
When a male lyrebird has attracted a mate, he swings his tail feathers 
over his head and spreads them out. They look like a silver fan. 
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GALAHS (guh-LAHZ) 


Gray-and-pink parrots called galahs sail through the air. Rosy feathers 
on their heads make them look as if they are wearing masks. 

A rainbow lorikeet perches in a mulberry bush to eat the juicy berries. 
Its bright feathers are the colors of a rainbow. A honeyeater balances 
on top of a flowering plant to pick out insects with its long bill. 
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Hiss! A frilled lizard opens its mouth wide and raises the skin 
around its neck. It does this to scare away enemies. 

A thorny devil is protected by pointed scales like sharp thorns. 

Because it is frightened, a bearded dragon puffs out the scaly skin 
below its mouth. Australia’s biggest lizards are goannas like this one. 
When they stand on their hind legs, some goannas may be as tall as you. 









THORNY DEVIL 


BEARDED DRAGON 
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At sunset, a red kangaroo stops on a low hill and looks back. 

see? 



Many of these animals will be different from the ones we know best. 
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And many of them live only in Australia. Some have pouches. 
Some stay in trees. Some are beautiful. And some are very strange. 
Which Australian animals would you like to meet? 
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QUOKKA (KWAH-kuhJ 


A little wallaby 
called a quokka 
munches on a leaf. 

Cover. A baby koala 
clings to its mother. 
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